Greens leader sues Newport police chief over fund-raiser 


By Jeanne Wright 
The Register 


NEWPORT BEACH — Randy 
Toler, head of the International 
Green Party in Orange County, 
has filed a small-claims suit 
against the Newport Beach police 
chief. Toler’s suit claims the Po- 
lice Department has hurt fund- 
raising efforts of the environmen- 
talist, anti-nuclear political group. 

The unusual lawsuit, filed 
Wednesday in Harbor Municipal 
Court, asks for $700 from Newport 
Beach Police Chief Charles Gross. 
Toler claims the group’s fund-rais- 
ing activities were hampered dur- 
ing a May 21 political meeting at 
Toler’s house because two police 
cars were parked outside during 
the evening. 

Before the meeting, the group 
had passed out fliers advertising 


the event, calling it a ‘‘party”’ 
where free beer and wine would be 
served. 

Toler said officers warned him 
that if the party became unruly or 
if alcohol was served to minors, 
police would break up the party. 
The event attracted about 100 peo- 
ple. 

Two police cars were parked out- 
side throughout the party, accord- 
ing to Toler, and at one point 
during the evening, two officers 
came to the door and warned Toler 
to keep the noise down. 

Toler said he interpreted the po- 
lice action as ‘“‘harassment and a 
form of political repression.’”’ He 
contends the police presence that 
night scared off many people who 
would have attended the party and 
donated money to the group. ‘*Peo- 
ple were concerned the meeting 
would be busted,’’ Toler said. 


Although the Greens expected to 
raise about $850, they took in only 
$150, Toler said. 

Newport Beach police spokes- 
man Lt. Mike Blitch said Toler and 
his group have never been targets 
of political harassment by the de- 
partment. 

‘‘We really aren't too interested 
in them,” Blitch said. 

Blitch and Sgt. Doug Thomas, of 
the department’s vice and intelli- 
gence division, said it is common 
practice for police to keep an eye 
on large parties in the beach area, 
especially if the hosts advertise the 
party. No arrests were made at the 
party, they said. 

Blitch said it is Gress’ policy not 
to comment on court action filed 
against the department. 

Toler, a native of Michigan, was 
one of the founders of the Interna- 
tional Green Party in 1973 in Niles, 


Mich., and has been instrumental 
in the growth of the American 
branch of the organization. 

The anti-establishment Green 
movement’s political clout has 
been growing in European coun- 
tries. In March of this year, the 
Greens won admission to the West 
German Parliament for the first 
time by polling a little more than 5 
percent of the vote required to gain 
representation. 


The Green Party serves as an 
umbrella group for other environ- 
mental organizations like the Alli- 
ance for Survival and Greenpeace, 
he said. Toler said the party claims 
about 1,000 followers in Orange 
County alone. 


In an unrelated matter Wednes- 
day, Toler also filed a small-claims 
action against Newport Beach po- 
lice officer Stanley Bressler, who 


was involved in an accident with 
another police vehicle on Tuesday. 


The accident occurred at 25th 
Street and the beach boardwalk 
when Bressler’s police car was 
traveling down the boardwaik in 
pursuit of a runaway youth. Bres- 
sler collided with a police jeep that 
drove onto the boardwalk from 
25th Street, according to police. 


Toler is suing Bressler for $700: 
for “mental distress” he said he 
suffered when he had to jump out 
of the way of Bressler’s oncoming 
car. Toler said the officer was 
speeding and endangered him and > 
others cn the boardwalk. 

Police said their initial report in- - 
dicates the officers were traveling . 
10 to 15 mph and the accident is 
under investigation. One of the 
officers sustained a minor injury, 
according to police. 
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